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Norman Dixon, O.B.E., D. H. Delamont, K. E. Shierson 
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Manager: John McNulty 


31 Belgrave Square, London, S.W.1.X 8QuJ. 


Tel.; 01-235 8601 


Track Directory 


BELLE VUE, Zoological Gardens, 
Hyde Rd., Manchester. Saturday, 
7p. 

COVENTRY. Coventry Stadium. Rug- 
by Road, Brandon, near Coventry. 
Saturday, 7.30 p.m. 

CRADLEY HEATH. Dudley Wood 
Road, Dudley, Worcs. Saturday, 
7.30 p.m. 

EXETER. County Ground Stadium, 
Church Road, St. Thomas, Exeter. 
Monday, 7.30 p.m. 

GLASGOW. Hampden Park, Mount 
Florida, Glasgow. Friday, 7.30 p.m. 

HACKNEY, Waterden Road, London 
E.15. Friday, 8 p.m. 

HALIFAX. The Shay Grounds, Skir- 
coat Road, Halifax. Sat., 7.30 p.m. 

IPSWICH STADIUM, Foxhall Heath, 
Ipswich, Suffolk. Thursday, 7.45 


p.m. 
KING’S LYNN. Saddlebow Road, 
King’s Lynn, Norfolk. Saturday, 
7.45 p.m. 


LEICESTER. Blackbird Road, Leices- 
ter. Tuesday, 7.45 p.m. 

NEWPORT. Somerton Park Stadium. 
Somerton Park, Newport, Mon. 
Friday, 7.30 p.m. 

OXFORD. Cowley, Stadium Cowley 
Road, Oxford. Thursday, 7.45 p.m. 

POOLE. The Stadium, Wimborne 
Road, Poole, Dorset. Wednesday, 
7.45 p.m. 

READING. Reading Greyhound Sta- 
dium, Oxford Road, Tilehurst, 
Reading, Berks. Mon., 7.30 p.m. 

SHEFFIELD. Owlerton Sports Sta- 
dium, Penistone Road, Sheffield. 
Thursday, 7.45 p.m. 

SWINDON. Abbey Stadium, Bluns- 
don, Swindon. Saturday, 7.30 p.m. 

WIMBLEDON. Plough Lane, London, 
S.W.17. Thursday, 7.45 p.m. 


WOLVERHAMPTON. Monmore 
Green Stadium, Bilston Road, 
Wolverhampton, Staffs. _ Friday, 
7.30 p.m. 


Produced for the Speedway Control Board and printed by Taylor & Bloxham Ltd., Tyrrell Street, Leicester 
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A Message from the Chairman 


of the Speedway 
Control Board 


This is the third year of the run- 
ning of the Best Pairs Speedway 
World Championship with full World 
Championship status completing the 
picture of Individual, Pair and Team 
Championships. As is now becoming 
customary we have been asked to 
stage the Western Semi-Final and do 
so tonight. With such a galaxy of 
talent taking part I am sure that we 
shall have a wonderful evening and 
shall be able to savour the special 
skills of top class riders riding as a 
pair. 

Whilst I would very much like to 
see an English victory it would be 
inappropriate for me to enlarge upon 
this or to attempt to make predic- 
tions. Certainly New Zealander, 
Ronnie Moore, is unlikely to lack 
supporters at Wimbledon. I wish all 
the riders good fortune and may to- 
night’s winners emerge victorious 
when they go on to the Final in 
Sweden. 

As F.I.M. Steward tonight we have 
our friend Charles Ringblom of 
Sweden. To him I extend a very 
hearty welcome. It was he who co- 
operated with us to introduce seven 
pair semi-finals the preamble to get- 
ting this event raised to full World 
Championship — status. With his 
enthusiastic backing, the event cannot 












but continue to grow in importance 


and public appeal. 


Finally thank you to Wimbledon 


Speedway for allowing us 


the 


hospitality of this splendid track and 
for the energetic help which they 
have given in the staging of this 
meeting. 

NELSON MILLS BALDWIN 





Tonight's FIM Steward. 
CHARLES RINGBLOM. 


At last we have a classic event 
with teams, two against two, involved. 
This, after all, is the basis of nearly 
all the speedway meetings staged in 
every part of the world. We have, of 
course the World Individual Cham- 
pionship and also the World Team 
Cup, now the World Pairs Cham- 
pionship makes a welcome and excit- 
ing addition to the family. In the 
previous four years the Champion- 
ship has grown in success and 
stature because it has provided some- 
thing new and exciting in the sport. 
To make sure it continues to pro- 
vide this kind of entertainment it is 
with confidence that the F.I.M. has 
delegated the organisation of this 
year’s Western Zone semi-final to 
the Speedway Control Board and to 
Wimbledon speedway. 
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CLE L LULL 


SPTTTTIPT Pitt 


NOW IT 


REALLY 


DOES COUNT 


There was a time when Pairs speedway fell out of favour in Britain. But the 
interest has been revived with the introduction of the World Pairs which has grown 
considerably since a humble beginning in 1968. 


Pairs brings team riding to a World 
competition for the first time for both 
the World Championship and even the 
World Team Cup rely on the individual 
performances of the riders. 

One of the most exciting sights at 
any speedway is team riding carried out 
by the top riders and in addition to hav- 
ing some of the best riders in the World 
on show tonight we also have some of 
the best team riders. 

Sweden have always shown a parti- 
cular liking for this type of racing and 
it was their pairing of Ove Fundin and 
Torbjorn Harrysson that won the first 
World Pairs title in 1968. The inter- 
national situation at the time was some- 
what troubled and as a result the hoped 
for participation of the Eastern 
Europe countries didn’t materialise when 
the final was staged at Kempten, West 
Germany. 

British hopes rested with Ray Wilson 
and Geoff Mudge, who apart from a 5-1 
reverse at the hands of the triumphant 
Swedes, went through unbeaten to clinch 
second place. Norwegians Oyvind Berg 
and Odd Fossengen finished third. 

West Germany fielded two teams and 
the ‘B’ team were fourth and the ‘A’ 
team fifth. In sixth place were Denmark 
who picked up a mere six points. 

Sweden played host for the 1969 
Final when Eastern Europe finalists in- 
cluded East Germany, Czechoslovakia 
and Bulgaria. On the Western European 
front interest had increased sufficiently 
for there to be a semi-final, staged here 
at Wimbledon. New Zealand and Eng- 
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land were predictable qualifiers but a 
magnificent 18-point maximum from Ole 
Olsen ensured that Denmark also made 
it to the final. 

The Fundin-Gote Nordin pairing were 
favourites to win but they were rele- 
gated to second place by New Zea- 
landers Ivan Mauger and Bob Andrews. 
Ivan notched a maximum while Bob 


re re ‘ ae 





Jerzy Szczakiel helped Poland win 
the Pairs title in 1971. 


added five bonus points to his 10 points. 
So with 28 points the Kiwis had edged 
home by just one point. 

Nigel Boocock and Martin Ashby 
carried England into third place with 
19 points and the other scorers were 
Denmark 17, Czechoslovakia 15, East 
Germany 9, Bulgaria 8. 

Fundin and Bengt Jansson were the 
Swedish hopes in the 1971 champion- 
ship but once again they were to be 
disappointed on their home soil. New 
Zealand, this time with Mauger and 
Ronnie Moore who are also tonight’s 
Kiwi pairing, grabbed 28 points to finish 
three ahead of the Swedes. 

Shock merchants of 1970 were the 
Scots who had finished in second place 
to New Zealand in the Western semi- 
final held at Belle Vue. In the final they 
were fourth with 18 points, Bert Har- 
kins and Jimmy McMillan being their 
pair. one point behind the other 
Western zone qualifiers England. This 
time the Boocock brothers, Nigel and 
Eric, carried British hopes. 

Other scorers were Czechoslovakia 11 
and Yugoslavia 8 while Denmark 
grabbed an unofficial 17 points. They 
were an llth hour replacement for 
Poland who withdrew because of in- 
injuries. It was agreed before the meeting 
that that Danish score would not count 
towards the title. 

For the first time Eastern Europe 
staged the Final last year and Polish 
pair Jerzy Szczakiel and Andrzej 
Wyglenda won the title with a maximum 
30 points. They were clearly happy on 
the Rybnik track and well as the 
Western Europeans rode they couldn’t 
get near the Poles. 

New Zealand, with Barry Briggs and 
Ivan Mauger, were second with 25 
points while their fellow Western semi- 
final qualifiers—that meeting was held 
at Leicester incidentally—Sweden were 
third with 22. Anders Michanek and 
Bernt Persson carried Sweden’s hopes. 


Scotland (Jimmy McMillan and 
George Hunter) were fourth with 16 
points with other scorers being 


Czechoslovakia 15, Yugoslavia 12 and 
Austria 6, 


PLL LLL LLL! 


AUSTRALIA 





GEOFF 
CURTIS 


Sydney-sider Geoff came into to- 
night’s | Australian pairing when 
luckless John Boulger broke a scap- 
hoid last week while riding for 
Leicester. But Australian hopes will 
not have slumped for Curtis, a British 
Finalist last year, has made a very 
good start to the 1972 season and has 
led Reading into a winning position 
in the Spring Gold Cup. Curtis 
started his British League career with 
Second Division Crewe and_ later 
switched to Newcastle in the First 
Division. He moved to Reading when 
the Racers became a First Division 
side in 1971. 


GARRY 
MIDDLETON 





Brash, talkative, controversial 
young speedster who has calmed 
down a great deal since he first burst 
upon the scene in the colours of 
Kings Lynn in 1967. Went to Wim- 
bledon via Belle Vue the same year, 
began the 1969 campaign with New- 
castle and then switched to Hackney. 
Captained the London side last year 
but now rides for Oxford after a 
transfer request during the close sea- 
son. Rides the Plough Lane circuit 
very well and was track record holder 
for a time. Always assured of a 
nosiy reception at Wimbledon, he 
chalked up 13 points in an earlier 
visit this season with Oxford. 


Pai 


5 


\LLLE LLL LL lelelelelelelslelaleleltlslslelstlelssteetetetettetetl blll LEE ELUL ii eer TLE CLL LE 










i DENMARK ENGLAND 
OLE RAY 
OLSEN WILSON 





aoe i 

The World Champion. Ole took the 
title for the first time last year and 
so became the first Dane to win a 
motor sport World title. Made his 
British debut in the 1966 Nordic- 
British Final and was snapped up by 
Newcastle promoter Mike Parker the 
following season. Moved to his pre- 
sent track Wolverhampton in 1970. 
Realised most of his potential that 
year when he appeared in his first 
World Final and followed up with a 
superb 1971 which culminated in his 
World Final success. At Wimbledon 
in 1969 Olsen scored an 18 point 
maximum in the Western Zone semi- 
final of the World Best Pairs. 


Fourth position. in last year’s 
World Final established Wilson as 
the number one English rider. At one 
stage it looked as though he might 
even win the crown but things 
turned sour on him in the Ullevi 
Stadium. His turn will come, how- 
ever. A tough, tenacious rider who 
rode at Coventry before capturing 
his initial team spot at Long Eaton 
under the tutorship of his father. 
Moved to Leicester in 1968 and has 
got better each year. Reputations 
don’t bother him and as current 
track record holder at Wimbledon the 
track will hold no fears for him. 


PREBEN 
ROSENKILDE 





At one stage of his career Terry 
was considered the natural successor 
to the late, very great, Peter Craven. 
He began with Norwich in 1960 and 
was the ‘golden boy’ of the sport. 
Retired at the end of the 1963 cam- 
paign and looked lost to the sport. 
Came back in 1965 for Long Eaton 
but a broken leg soon put him out of 
action again. Joined King’s Lynn in 
1966 and has been a prolific scorer 
in the British League. His record at 
Wimbledon in recent seasons is most 
impressive. It’s remarkable to record 
that a rider of his class and ability 
has yet to make his world final bow. 


Although he has ridden for Hack- 
ney, West Ham, Halifax and now 
Oxford Preben is still short of real 
British League experience. Trouble 
for this likeable Dane is that tracks 
who have needed him also needed 
immediate point scoring rather than 
potential. And potential is something 
Rosenkilde has. This is his first ap- 
pearance in the Best Pairs tourna- 
ment as partner to his illustrious 
countryman, Ole Olsen. 


ialalaialaiainllatbalsieietaaa eet iii titi iti titi tit ttt ty 
balahaiateiaiiaeatabsilsialaiebebttatelelelee ltteer iii tii tier iat t ttt ty 
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NEW ZEALAND 


IVAN 
MAUGER 





The ultimate in consistency. Has 
an unrivalled record over the past 
few years. In addition to three world 
titles, won in three (England, Sweden 
and Poland) countries, Ivan’s riding 
in league matches borders on the 
phenomenal. First came to light in 
Christchurch in 1956. Came to Wim- 
bledon a year later but left after one 
disappointing season. Returned to 


England to join Newcastle in 1963 
and was the outstanding rider in the 
Provincial League. Moved to Belle 
Vue in 1969 and has been the top 
scorer at Hyde Road ever since. Won 
the Best Pairs title in 1969 (with 
in 1970 (with 


Bob Andrews) and 
Ronnie Moore). 


RONNIE 
MOORE 


A living legend. The idol of most 
of today’s breed of riders. A superb 
stylist who has been in tremendous 
form of .late. Knows every inch of 
the Plough Lane track. Came to Eng- 
land as a 17-year-old in 1950, joined 
Wimbledon and reached the world 
final in his first season. World cham- 
pion in 1954 and 1959. Broke a leg 
in a crash at Wimbledon in 1963 and 
retired. After a three year absence 
he took up riding again, on a small 
scale, back in New Zealand but it 
wasn’t until 1969 that he returned to 
ride in England and to resume the 
captaincy of the Dons. 





iz 


NORWAY 






REIDAR 
EIDE 


Former Edinburgh promoter Ian 
Hoskins introduced Eide to British 
speedway and we have subsequently 
seen him develop into his country’s 
top rider with one World Final ap- 
pearance to his credit. Reidar rode 
for both Edinburgh and Coatbridge 
before leaving Scottish speedway and 
riding a season with Wembley in 
1970. Last year he topped the Poole 
averages but has moved on again this 
term to ride for Sheffield. Already 
his form has done much to influence 
Tigers early season bid for honours. 


OYVIND 
BERG 


When Oxford went under new man- 
agement at the start of the season 
they claimed that Oyvind Berg was 
possibly the most under-rated rider in 
British speedway. Like Eide he first 
rode in Scotland for Edinburgh and 
later with Glasgow before moving to 
Oxford last season. He ended the 
1971 season at the top of their 
averages. Berg has been a regular 
for Norway in their international 
matches. 


Tt 


SWEDEN 


ANDERS 
MICHANEK 





Rated by most observers as the 
most consistent of the present day 
Swedes he has ridden for Long 
Eaton, Leicester and Newcastle in 
British League speedway before link- 
ing up with Reading at the start of 
the 1971 campaign. Made his British 
League debut in 1967 and reached 
the World Final the same year. Has 
subsequently remained as an inter- 
nationally feared top liner and 
notched 11 points in last year’s 
World Final in Gothenburg. He was 
Sweden’s most successful rider in 
their tour of Australia last winter. 





BENGT 
JANSSON 


The rider most of his fellow riders 
like to watch. That’s the nicest com- 
pliment you can pay Hackney’s 
British League captain Begt Jansson. 
A silk smooth stylist he tends to make 
this hard world of speedway look so 
easy. Jansson has previously ridden 
for West Ham and Edinburgh and 
finished fourth in his World Final 
debut in 1965. Two years later fel- 
low countryman Ove Fundin beat 
him in a run-off for the title while 
last year Bengt lost a run-off for 
second place in the World Final to 
Ivan Mauger. 





SCOTLAND 


GEORGE 
HUNTER 





Another well deserved international 
honour for George Hunter, who is 
already putting in some good scores 
for Glasgow this season. George is in 
his second term with the Hampden 
Park based Tigers after previously 
scoring with success at Edinburgh, 
Coatbridge and Newcastle. George 
rode for Great Britain in 1965 but 
didn’t recapture that form until last 
year. It earned him a trip to Australia 
with the triumphant Lions party. 
George, from Fife, was a member of 
the British ‘B’ team that toured 
Poland last year. 





JIMMY 
McMILLAN 


Jimmy was another member of the 
British Lions squad that successfully 
fought for the speedway ashes in 
Australia. By his own high standards 
Jimmy has not made the best of 
starts to the season but his true 
ability is well enough known to make 
him a feared competitor. McMillan 
has come up from __ second-half 
appearances to international fame 
with Glasgow and has represented 
Britain on a number of occasions. 
Among a string of fine performances 
third place in last year’s British 
League Riders’ Championship ranks 
the highest. 


(SSCS eeeeeee eee 
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WORLD PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP 


Western Semi-final 





SEB 


Held under the International Sporting code of the 
Federation Internationale Motorcycliste 





OFFICIALS OF THE MEETING 


International Steward: C. G. Ringblom 
Referee: A. E. Humphrey 
Judge/Timekeeper: Mrs. L. Herwig 
Clerk of the Course: D. H. Delamont 
Assistant Clerk of the Course: J. Rackett 
Secretary of the meeting: J. McNulty 
Measurer: E. A. Woods 
Machine Examiner: V. Harwood 
Starting Marshal: F. Lawrence 
Pit Marshal: A. Carter 
Announcer: Ken Tozer 
Medical Officer: Dr. J. Wall, M.B.B.S., M.R.C.S. 
St. John Ambulance Brigade in attendance 
THE TRACK 


S.C.B. Licence No. 72/28 Permit No. S.P. 14 
Track Length: 300 metres 
Official 4 Lap Track Record—61.2 secs. Ray Wilson, 22 July, 1971. 


REGULATIONS 
Riders identified by helmet colours. 


Starting positions Red (inside), White, Blue, Yellow/Black (outside). Red and 
Blue may exchange positions if they so wish—so also may White and Yellow/ 
Black. 


The winners will be the pair scoring the highest total number of points. 


If there is a tie for first place or third place a deciding race will be held 
immediately between nominated riders—one from each of the tying pairs. 


If there is a tie between two pairs for second place the prizes for second and 
third place will be divided between them. 


The three top scoring Pairs from this Western Zone Semi-Final qualify for the 
Final, to be staged in Sweden later this season. 


PRIZES 


First Pair—Two plaques and £50. 
Second Pair—£30. 
Third Pair—£20. 
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 


THURSDAY 11th MAY 


WORLD BEST PAIRS (West. Zone Semi-F.) 


Helmet 
Colours 

















Points 










































Heat RIDERS COUNTRY Substitute 


14 1) Geoff Curtis Australia Jac eeeeeceeeveee 
Time 2) Garry Middleton | Australia  —E_.... : 
64-1 3} Anders Michanek | Sweden 42 feceeceevseeeees 





























Oca 4) Bengt Jansson Sweden Pca vsteeete 
2 5} Ole Olsen |. || SS Teneo 
Time 6} Preben Rosenkilde | Denmark =a... seeeeeeeees 
3-0 T Bay Wilson England ase ee eeeeeesees 
ae a 8| Terry Betts England sadoese cages 
3 9| Ivan Mauger NewZealand «=—«—_—_ eve ceceseneeees 
Time 10} Ronnie Moore New Zealand =— Janse eeveeseeees 
bz,-/ 11) Jim McMillan Scotland , ———__eveeeeeeeeeees 
Bias ses 12} George Hunter Scotland \ cae ethen soe 
4 43| Reidar Eide Norway 
Time 14| Oyvind Berg Norway 
ae 4| Geoff Curtis Australia 
&S~/. 2] Garry Middleton | Australia 
5 3} Anders Michanek | Sweden ss Jaceceseeeeeeees 
Time 4| Bengt Jansson Sweden owes esseneeeees 
eye Ole Olsen Den ty) Bile lisesavssse case] WWIRItE I c.5,.... creas 
b> > 6| Preben Rosenkilde | Denmark Ee A ep ea ee Ey Ric ee 
6 “7| Ray Wilson Engg 2) lec deocckecee.| Red) ‘03.3 Ee 
Time 8| Terry Betts Engl [itssceee) Blue | |g Aa 
od Ivan Mauger New Zemland ===... cs cec esac i Fates els on cee 
62> %49| Ronnie Moore INC WHER MIR Mo, cc oscccas] MCU eect bs see 
“ 13 Reidar Eide Norway 
Time 14| Oyvind Berg Norway 
9, 11| Jim McMillan Scotland 
b.4..° 42| George Hunter Scotland 
8 4| Geoff Curtis Australia 
Time 2) Garry Middleton Australia 
63% 5 Ole Olsen Denmark 
Be ee 6| Preben Rosenkilde | Denmark 
9 7| Ray Wilson England 
Time 98] Terry Betts England 
b3 -9 3| Anders Michanek | Sweden 
63-7 4| Bengt Jansson Sweden 
10 9} Ivan Mauger New Zealand  __...........0.0... 
Time 10) Ronnie Moore New Ze@giamd = Jessie cscesweces 
b4 © 13) Reidar Eide INOEWAMEEEE ET a fc Li [esscecsveescess 
psa /.14| Oyvind Berg Norway SPR 
11 Il) Jim McMillan S@Gtiiemetem te vA fics. ls. .cbeed 
Time 12} George Hunter Scotantee. 5) fs... ' 
b 4 H 1| Geoff Curtis Australia 
hfe lat 2| Garry Middleton Australia iescik Psa 





INTERVAL — Time for Refreshments at Buffet or Bar 
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5 Ole Olsen 
¢ 6 _Preben Rosenkilde Denmark ? | 


7 Ray Wilson di 3 ware 
8 ‘Terry Betts England /#\2 1 0 








































































Heat RIDERS COUNTRY Substitute | Helmet | Points 
Colours 
12 3} Anders Michanek | Sweden 
Time 4] Bengt Jansson Sweden 
44 Ivan Mauger New Zealand 
7 .* 10} Ronnie Moore New Zealand 
13 5} Ole Olsen Denmark 
Time 6] Preben Rosenkilde | Denmark 
b3 y 11) Jim McMillan Scotland 
«?..4.. 12) George Hunter Scotland 
14 13] Reidar Eide Norway 
Time J4| Oyvind Berg Norway 
bo-S 7) Ray Wilson England 
seben eee 8 Terry Betts England 
15 1) Geoff Curtis Australia 
Time 2! Garry Middleton | Australia 
6&4, 1,9) Ivan Mauger New Zealand 
gies sient 10! Ronnie Moore New Zealand 
16 11] Jim McMillan Scotland 
Time 12! George Hunter Scotland 
~ 2 3) Anders Michanek Sweden 
SQ 4 Bengt Jansson Sweden 
17 5! Ole Olsen Denmark 
Time 6] Preben Rosenkilde | Denmark 
Aly 13) Reidar Eide Norway 
en.22., 14 Oyvind Berg Norway 
18 7 Ray Wilson England 
Time 8 Terry Betts England 
LZ] ' Geoff Curtis Australia 
7.4 21 Garry Middleton Australia 


19 3} Anders Michanek 
4| Bengt Jansson 
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Sweden 
Sweden 
Norway 
Norway 











Reidar Eide 












New Zealand 
New Zealand 
Denmark 

Denmark 


Ivan Mauger 
Ronnie Moore 
Ole Olsen , 
Preben Rosenkilde 
















al 11) Jim McMillan Scotland 
Time 12} George Hunter | Scotland 
Le 7| Ray Wilson | England 
seeeeeees Terry Betts England 
RIDERS INDIVIDUAL SCORE CHART 
No. Rider Country Ti) 25 36), Carrs = 6s. Fotal: i. Gombe 





Vi 

























/ 

















Heat ; ? : Helmet 

No. No. Rider Substitute Colour | Points 
22 In the event of a tie for first place 

bos Bngd BeRBee OOO SEeC DRE 0). CRORES SNE ee BRE Pere Ses spec 

StL SAAS Be RN oo) oe SS 13a 

re, Seg ee ae a We eee. 

Time Wibvasshasswiisee:: er | Y /Bo geese. 
23 In the event of a tie for third place 

PME Re aes kiss sane caec:. . see csc iives(occeeeeso+ sacle R. |e 

eRe tis...» s RL cl. vavkiehsesees sss ety ei B. [essences 

009 c8h et SRC Gis as +. sk, Sosa Tolddeac | conses esse codename W [eee 

Tite ncttr econ ears <<... MOMMIES: Soe nee | aceoercess sommes BOB jailed. « 
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Watch the Dons 
race every Thursday 
...and on May 29th 


(Spring Bank Holiday Monday) 


don’t miss the 


WILLS INTERNATIONALE 


All meetings start at 7.45 p.m. 


Bus Services Tooting Broadway& Wimbledon Restaurant Reservations 01-946 5361 
Stns. Bus Routes 44, 77, 77a, 189 & 220 _—_ Easy to get to - Spacious Car Parks 


WIMBLEDON 


STADIUM e THE EXCITEMENT CENTRE 








Cranks ee ie 





The 
WIMBLEDON 


SCENE 


Maidment. 





I have been looking forward to tonight’s meeting for some time. Pairs events 
are something of a rarity at Plough Lane but when we do stage one we certainly 
do it im style! Fourteen of the world’s best riders are on parade and from my own 
experience of riding against all the competitors, I’m sure the racing will be top 
class. 


Pairs meetings can be drab affairs when top riders are bracketed with colleagues 
of much lesser ability. Scoring tends to be one-sided. How many times have you 
looked at the scorers in such meetings and seen that one half of the pair nets 15 
or so while his partner contributes virtually nothing. 


Tonight, however, all the participants are internationals and almost any one 
of them could go through the card unbeaten. Racing at Wimbledon this year has 
been close and exciting and the track is in good condition. So, the ingredients are 
there for a match we shall all remember for a long time. 


Don’t expect any predictions from me. That’s not my game. I have had 
enough experience of speedway from the other side of the fence to appreciate what 
a totally unpredictable sport it can be. 


With the exception of Ronnie Moore, the Wimbledon lads have a night off. 
Not that they will be absent from the stadium, of course. Some will be watching 
from the stands; others will be helping out in the pits. Despite all the team and 
individual rivalry in speedway, there remains a tremendous harmony amongst the 
lads. 


A good many of those representing their countries this evening will be back 
at Wimbledon on May 29—that’s Spring Bank Holiday Monday—for the Wills 
Internationale. This is the premier individual meeting of the season outside of the 
World Championship and it is always nice to see the stadium packed with 
supporters from all over the country. 


Tickets for this meeting can be obtained from the speedway office today. It’s 
better to be safe than risk disappointment on the day. So pop along and reserve 
your place. Wimbledon is proud to be chosen as the venue for gala meetings like 
the Wills Internationale and the Pairs semi final. But we’re open every Thursday, 
offering the same wonderful facilities, and exciting racing. 
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Junior 
Championship 
was the 
number one 


resent | 


A, cheery Ian Turner of King’s 
Lynn, winner of last year’s British 
Junior Championship. 


Once upon a time there was a New 
Zealander who went to Australia. One 
day this restless young man invented a 
new sport, which later became known 
as speedway. 

That was in 1923. The young man has 
‘matured’ a bit since then but the keen- 
ness and enthusiasm he showed in those 
days remains. 

In case you don’t know who we are 
talking about, the man is Johnnie Hos- 
kins, present-day promoter at Canter- 
bury and recent celebrant of his 80th 
birthday. 

JH, not unnaturally, received hundreds 
of good wishes on the big day but per- 
haps that best present of all came when 





tively 
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he was 


told that this year’s Junior 
Championship of the British Isles had 
been allocated to Canterbury. 

the 
Johnnie will be relishing the prospect 


Remaining supreme showman 
of staging one of speedway’s newest 
be the 


Championship, 


competitions. It will, in fact, 
fourth British Junior 
which, by coincidence, 
humble _ beginnings 
Wimbledon as a second-half attraction. 

A year later it was considered strong 
enough to stand on its own feet with a 
full 20-heat, 16 rider programme being 
staged at Swindon. It was the same last 
year. 


had compara- 


here . at 


And the pedigree for the winners is 





a = 


proof positive that the winners of the 
title are all set for the big time. In 1969 
it was Graham Plant, now captain of 
Newport and a full international. In 
1970 it was Barry Thomas, now a fully 
fledged heat-leader at Hackney 
another young man to have gained in- 
ternational honours. In 1971 it was Ian 
Turner, of whom we have not yet seen 
the best. Soon after his triumph last 
year Ian sustained back injuries that 
kept him out of the saddle until this 
year where he is now finding his feet 


and 


once again with King’s Lynn. 

With a revision in the dates of quali- 
fication this year’s championship will be 
a truly young man’s affair. The com- 
in the 
British Isles on or after September 1st, 


petitors must have been born 


1950, which means that anyone over-21 
is not eligible. 


Monday, May 29 


Coventry, August 2 


Don't miss ! 


The Wills Internationale at Wimbledon 


Don't miss ! 


World Championship British Semi-Finals 
Leicester (June 20) Sheffield (June 22) 


Don't miss ! 


World Championship BRITISH FINAL 
the last step to Wembley’s World Final 


Experience, too, must be taken into 
consideration and only those riders who 
had not ridden in a British League 
match before January 1st, 1970, will 
qualify. winners are not 
eligible. 


Previous 


The riders for the meeting will be 
determined by the official averages as 
they stand in May of this year and while 
Division I riders will normally take 
precedence the Speedway Control Board 
has the right to deal with each case on 
its merits. 

Every one will be a young man with 
a future in speedway. Watching over 
them will be Johnnie Hoskins, the man 
who has probably known more riders 
than anyone else. 

Make a note of the date ... it’s 
Saturday, June 24th and the place is 


Canterbury. 


Deer td 


WORLD 
SPEEDWAY 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
FINAL 


Sponsored by the 
SUNDAY MIRROR 


WEMBLEY STADIUM 
Saturday September 16th 


Tickets now available 
at all British League tracks 


Seats £2.50 £2.00 £1.50 
£1.00 


Standing Enclosure: 
Pit End 80p 
West End 60p 





